mencement of operations on the 50th ult. there
have been 151 casualties in the 52nd Foot, includ-
ing several officers, and there are from 70 to 80 in
hospital. The present strength of the regiment's
fighting men is 580 of the 52nd, and H.M.'s 84th
detachment muster 56 men. We are most anxiously
looking for succour, and I trust you will lose no time
in pushing on to assist us. I am most desirous to hear
from you. We have not heard any news from any
quarter since the 27th ult. Aid is what we want, and
that quickly. Our defences are straggling, and our
numerical strength quite inadequate to man them.
Our artillery is weak, and the casualties heavy.
J. Inglis, Brigadier.'
Meanwhile the rain had set in so heavily that
Ungud proposed to go at once, while the enemy's
sentries were busy finding shelter. Gubbins tried to
keep him, but since he insisted that he must either
start now or wait till another night, he was allowed
to make his way out with the despatch that had
already been prepared. When Gubbins sent across
to tell the Brigadier what had happened, his messen-
ger met Birch on the way with Inglis' letter, which
was just too late. Gubbins had acted to the best of
his judgment, intending no discourtesy, but it
seemed afterwards that Inglis felt he had been
slighted.
WUen daylight came there were fewer of the
enemy in sight than usual, possibly because some
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